Libya

C O U

L

Landmine Situation
Libya has a significant landmine problem that raises petroleum exploration costs
and affects the development of grazing and
industrial projects. One such industrial project was the construction of the Great ManMade River, which is a 3,380-kilometer
(2,100-mile) network of pipes that transports
water to the northern and southern regions.
The Great Man-Made River was affected by
the presence of landmines, whose removal
significantly increased the construction cost
for the project. In 1977, the Libyan Army
emplaced two million landmines and in
2003, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated
that there were approximately 1.5  to three
million landmines in the ground.3 In June
2005, Libya asked all the countries that had
emplaced landmines in its territory to hand
over maps of the minefields. Italy provided
maps to Libya showing where the landmines
were placed during World War II. Although
there are landmine maps of the conflict
along the borders of Libya and Egypt, there
are no recorded maps for the mines along
the Chadian border.
Landmine Casualties and
Survivor Assistance
The Libyan government does not have a
mechanism to collect data on landmine casualties; thus, exact figures are not known.
The compiled report from the Libyan police
states there were 11,845 landmine casualties
and between 1940 and 1995, 6,749 people
were killed and 5,096 were injured.3 Another
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clearance; therefore, the funding was given to
other countries. The Anti-Mines Association
was established in 2005 and, as of May 2005,
had not yet conducted mine-clearance operations. Libya says that from the end of
World War II to 1981, it cleared 14.5 million
landmines.3 The Civil Protection and the
Engineering Corps of the Libyan Army conduct some mine clearance every year, but this
demining is not made public.3
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ibya is one of the world’s largest socialist republics and has been ruled
by many different foreign powers.
Libya’s official name is the Great Socialist
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. During
the Turk-Italian War of 1911, there was a
constant battle between the Libyans and the
Italians until the Italians seized the country
in 1939.1 It was also the major battleground
in northern Africa when Italy entered World
War II, which left many landmines scattered
throughout Libya. Landmines were also emplaced along the border during the conflict
with Egypt in 1977 and again in 1980–87
when Libya entered a conflict with Chad.2
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source, the Libyan Jihad Center for Historical
Studies, claims that between 1952 and 1975,
12,258  mine causalities occurred, including
3,874 people killed and 8,384 injured.3
Libya offers survivor assistance in the capital, Tripoli, and in Benghazi, the second largest Libyan city. Located in northeast Libya,
Benghazi has a hospital with general medical
services and surgery. However, there has been
no recent survey of facilities in rural areas,
which are likely to be scattered. Companies
looking to establish themselves will inevitably
need to develop their own remote site facilities and staff health programs.4 Physical rehabilitation services and psychosocial assistance
for mine/unexploded ordnance survivors in
Libya are also insufficient.3
The Ottawa Convention
At a seminar held in Tripoli May 12,
2005, Engineer Seif al-Islam Gaddafi asked
his country to join the Ottawa Convention5
and to set a timeframe to remove the mines
from the Libyan borders with Egypt and
Chad. Most countries are encouraging
Libya to sign the Convention, which will
increase funding assistance for Libya to remove the mines. However, some people like
Dr. Mohamed Taher Sialla, Secretary for
Cooperation Affairs and chairman of the
National Program to Remove Landmines and
Rehabilitate Land, believe the Convention
will not tackle the mine problem and will
not require responsibility for those who laid
the mines.2
Seventy-five percent of the world’s countries have joined the Ottawa Convention.2
If Libya joins the Convention, it would be
accountable for its landmine removal and it
would also have lawful authority to ask for
assistance not only from countries that laid
mines during WWII, but from all 144 signatories of the Convention.2 Some of Libya’s
neighboring countries, such as Algeria,
Chad and Sudan, have already signed the
Convention, which gives Libya additional
incentives to sign it.2
Mine Clearance
In 2002, Libya failed to meet Italy’s
deadline to provide information on how
2.5 million Euros6 should be spent on mine
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Conclusion
Signing the Ottawa Convention would
be a step towards getting Libya’s landmines
cleared quicker with the help of other signatories. In addition to Libya’s mine-action
efforts, there is hope for the country. Libya
has made efforts to improve relations with
members of the international community.
And although Libya remains a socialist republic, at the time of this writing, the United
States was expected to remove the country
from its list of designated state sponsors of
terrorism by the end of June 2006. Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi has even recently
opened Libya’s industry to Western investment. Hopefully, these recent events have set
Libya on a course to regaining acceptance in
the international community and will lead to
further aid in its mine-action efforts.
To view endnotes and references for this article, visit http://maic.jmu.edu/journal/10.1/
profiles/libya/libya.htm/#endnotes.
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ETHIOPIA, continued from page 35
this is likely to continue until the border is
demarcated, land is demined and security
is ensured.
In addition, at the time of writing,
Ethiopia and Eritrea are still in disagreement over demarcation of their border.
In recent months, the UNMEE MACC’s
demining efforts have slowed in the
TSZ, particularly on the Eritrean side,
as UNMEE deminers and workers have
been banned from flying helicopters since
October 2005  (thus blocking demining
safety requirements). Western workers were
then ejected from the country in December
2005 (though MRE in Eritrea continues).
On the Ethiopian side of the TSZ, demining continues but border tensions are
rising, and at least two anti-vehicle mines
were found recently as well as newly emplaced anti-personnel landmines, with
ongoing UXO casualties being reported.9
Additionally, there have been reports
of troop movement on both sides of the
TSZ. Coupled with this insecurity at the
Ethiopian-Eritrean border, in the south
and southeast of the country a drought and
food crisis have resulted in rising malnutrition. This humanitarian crisis is impacting
most of the Horn of Africa and may inadvertently result in a diversion of attention
and funding from demining for now.
Gebriel Lager Ezekiel, Head of
Operations at EMAO, confirms that in

Somalia

Ethiopia, mines and UXO are directly
contributing to poverty by denying access
to already limited resources in communities
and hindering development. EMAO is a new
organization and faces challenges such as
Ethiopia’s climatic conditions of mountains,
hard-baked rocky ground, forests and high
winds that make demining difficult, as well
as establishing effective organizational capacity and receiving needed funds. However,
he optimistically points out that Ethiopia’s
mine-action strategy is future-oriented, with
strategic plans for 25 mine dogs by the end
of 2006 (through Norwegian People’s Aid),
a training center for demining, and a multipurpose group for technical survey and rapid
response teams.10
Conclusion
Encouragingly, in April 2005, the European Commission announced it was giving Ethiopia US$9.6 million to support a
large-scale three-year continuation of mineclearance efforts in the remote Afar, Tigray
and Somali regions through EMAO and the
UNDP. Negotiation talks for border demarcation in the TSZ continue and so far,
conflict has not erupted. For now, demining
efforts still progress both in the TSZ and
across the country, even in the face of challenging circumstances.
To view endnotes and references for this article, visit http://maic.jmu.edu/journal/10.1/
profiles/ethiopia/ethiopia.htm/#endnotes.
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omalia’s landmine and unexploded ordnance contamination stems from several wars, beginning with the 1964 and
1977 Ogaden Wars. In the 1970s and 1980s, strategic facilities, camps and towns were mined during the Somali Salvation
Democratic Front insurgency in northeast Somalia. Somalia is in a
unique situation in which the northwestern and northeastern areas
of the country have declared themselves to be separate from the rest
of the country. The Republic of Somaliland is in the northwest (see
Somaliland country profile, page 38) and Puntland is in the northeast. The war of secession leading to the Somaliland separation occurred from 1988 to 1991 and led to more mines being emplaced;
the official division occurred in May 1991 and resulted in interclan fighting in which mines were widely used. Somaliland seeks
complete independence from Somalia, while Puntland, which established itself as an autonomous region in August 1998, wants to
become a federal division within a united Somalia.
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Somalia is not known to have produced or exported anti-personnel
landmines in the past; however, both anti-personnel and anti-vehicle
mines are plentiful and can easily be bought from weapons markets.
This easy access allows fighting clans to use landmines to defend
themselves, exacerbating the existing landmine problem.
Somalia is unable to accede to the Anti-personnel Mine Ban
Convention1 due to a lack of central government since the fall of the
government of Siyad Barre in January 1991. In August 2004, the
Transitional Federal Government was formed.
Humanitarian Implications
The landmine problem in Somalia has a socioeconomic impact
seen in numerous aspects of Somali society. It causes a reduction in
the amount of land available for livestock and agricultural production. Transportation costs have increased due to severe road conditions. Victims suffer through poor rehabilitation and development
efforts resulting in loss of life and disabilities.
The total number of Somali mine casualties is unknown. In 2004,
91 new casualties were recorded in 20 landmine incidents.2 This number was an increase over 2003; however, since landmine casualties are
not systematically recorded, this number is most likely underestimated.
The majority of incidents appear to be caused by anti-vehicle mines.
Continued on page 39, SOMALIA
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